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Shropshire Council Elections 2 May

Dear Voter

The opportunity to elect new Shropshire Councillors is just around
the corner. Election Day is Thursday 2 May; though many of you
will vote earlier by postal vote.
This is not an election about national policies. It’s not about party
politics. It is about getting a strong voice for the people of this
town. Someone who will stand up for Ludlow and act in its best
interests.
People in Ludlow and Bromfield have told me they want

affordable housing for young people and families. They want it carefully planned, not a
housebuilding free for all. They want the town cleared of its dog mess and litter. They want
parking charges sorted out.
People have spoken to me about the need to protect the environment, reduce energy
consumption and protect the area’s fragile biodiversity. We need jobs too: especially for young
people. We need to tackle antisocial behaviour. It is simply not acceptable that Ludlow has a
higher crime rate than the rest of the West Mercia police area.
Ludlow is a fantastic town. We love it. But we all know it has problems. I want to help tackle
those.
I can’t promise to solve all of Ludlow’s troubles.
I do promise to listen to everyone. And I promise to do my utmost to help the town and defend
its interests in Shirehall and everywhere else I can.
Please vote for me to be your councillor.
I want to stand up for Ludlow. I want all of us in the town to thrive.

I love Ludlow. I want it to thrive. I want the people of Ludlow to thrive.
That’s why I am standing for Shropshire Council.

01584 874029   libdem@andybodders.co.uk   facebook.com/andybodders   @libdembodders
More information and comment at libdembodders.wordpress.com

Andy Boddington
for Ludlow North



each other and we have
some real characters as
drivers. But the vehicles
themselves are often atrocious. Do our councillors
know that the buses often run without ticket
machines, with doors that don’t fully close and even
without a reverse gear? Do they know that one bus
leaks when it rains and that another is inaccessible
to the disabled and mobility impaired?

Do our councillors know how difficult it is for people
on Cliffe Park to get around town without a regular
bus service? Or that they are worried that when the
doctors’ surgeries move to the Eco Park, that they’ll
run up huge taxi bills?
Our town buses also serve tourists using the park
and ride. What a poor image they give of the town.
I will campaign for better buses and a reliable
service that serves all of Ludlow including Cliffe Park.

Tackling Crime
Ludlow is not a dangerous
place to live. But we do
need to tackle the level of
crime and antisocial
behaviour, much of it
fuelled by drugs and alcohol.
Crime and anti social
behaviour levels in the town
are one fifth above the
average across West Mercia.
We need to keep a strong
police presence in the town.
I will fight against any plans
that weaken policing.

Don’t You
Love Our Buses?
I love catching the bus
because everyone talks to
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Ludlow crime map by Andy Boddington based on West Mercia police data.

Ludlow Crime Hotspots 2012

Sandpits
Antisocial behaviour 46%
Burglary 14%
Drugs 12%
Violent crime 11%Tesco & Corve Street

Antisocial behaviour 48%
Shoplifting 11%

Town centre
Antisocial behaviour 38%
Shoplifting 17%
Criminal damage 11%
Violent crime 10%

Ludlow
Antisocial behaviour 47%
Criminal damage 11%
Violent crime 11%

Local Issues from
Ludlow North Doorsteps

Dog mess and litter

Antisocial behaviour

Town centre parking

Public transport

Affordable housing

Council not listening

Council spending

Speeding traffic

Protecting environment

Youth facilities

I’m listening to you

Crime Incidents 2012
40+
30-39
20-30
10-19
1-9

One of our clapped-out buses



Talking to Andy Boddington – Candidate for Ludlow North
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How do we get people into work?
We should never let up on trying to
attract companies to the town. We
must also inspire and support people –
including the young – to create their
own jobs, to become self-employed and
set up their own businesses.
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Why are you standing?
I am standing for Shropshire Council because I love Ludlow. I want it to
thrive. I want the people of Ludlow to thrive.

Politicians make promises at election time. What are you promising?
I promise to listen to the people of Ludlow and Bromfield. I am going to
stand up for Ludlow and give it a strong voice within Shropshire Council
– and everywhere else I can.
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What are the main campaign issues?
We live in a beautiful historic town marred by
antisocial behaviour, litter and dog mess. The
town’s heritage is continually under threat
from decay and bad development. There are
not enough jobs and we need more affordable
housing. Buses are forever breaking down…
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Should Shropshire Council raise council tax?
No! Our Lib Dem group has supported
Shropshire Council’s policy of keeping council
tax down. There are a lot of efficiencies yet to
be made.
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Antisocial behaviour is a big problem in
this town. How do you solve it?
Ludlow has got more than its fair share
of problems. We need to strengthen
current work on alcohol and drug
abuse. We need to boost support for
young people through apprenticeships
and youth services. If we work with
young people, if we invest in preparing
them for the future, we can do a lot to
ease antisocial behaviour. Effective
policing is very important too.
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Surely Shropshire Council has got its costs
under control now?
Far from it. To take one example – the council
spent an amazing £11.1 million on
‘miscellaneous expenses’ between April and
September last year. If spending is important,
it is not miscellaneous. How can councillors
claim they have a grip on spending when they
don’t know what it is spent on?
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So what’s your background?
I started campaigning to save heritage,
communities and landscapes when I was in the
sixth form. Over the years I have worked as an
archaeologist, got jobs in universities and the
scientific civil service, run my own company,
and campaigned to protect the countryside
and environment. These days, I work as a
freelance writer giving me time to be a
councillor. I’ll be a fresh face on the council
standing up for the interests of Ludlow and
Bromfield. And I’ll never forget that my first
duty is to listen to and represent local people.
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What’s your view on the Sunday parking
charges rumpus?
This row shows how out of touch
Shropshire Council’s leadership and
some of its councillors are with local
life. We need a stronger voice on the
council to defend the interests of our
town and its people, and to get the
right deal on parking charges for
Ludlow. If we don’t work harder to
protect local trade, we’ll end with a
town full of chain shops.
We should also insist that Civil
Enforcement Officers tackle dog mess
and litter rather than just lurking
around waiting to slap fines on cars.



Focusing on Shropshire Council
1. A Council That Can’t Manage
Shropshire Council has a poor record of dealing with the private sector. It cannot
afford to collect cardboard on our doorsteps because of its inflexible waste
contract. Cardboard recycling has fallen by 60% as a result. The new roads
contractor, Ringway, has delivered “unacceptable performance” in ten areas of its
work. The company recently installed oversized speed humps on Bromfield Road
damaging people’s cars.
Shropshire Council is to transfer most of its staff into a limited company called
ip&e. But what hope is there of ip&e being managed well when this Conservative
led council cannot deliver on matters as straightforward as roads and recycling?

2. A Council Wrecking Housing Plans
Ludlow desperately needs more affordable housing for young people and families.
But where will new housing be built? This should be planned carefully, but housing
is set to be built almost anywhere regardless of local plans and consultations.
Shropshire Council has made a real mess of identifying sufficient land for housing
across the county as a whole. In doing so it has broken national planning rules.
Because of this housing can be built almost anywhere regardless of local wishes.
It is only breathtaking bumbling that has led to the county's planning rule book
being torn up. This matter has not once been discussed by Shropshire Council's
Conservative run Cabinet who clearly have been asleep on the job.

3.  A Council Failing to Repair Broken Roads
Our rural roads are rapidly becoming a disgrace. Their surfaces are broken, riddled
with potholes and frequently flooded. Verges have been destroyed as people try
to drive around these hazards. The council’s lack of investment in road repairs has
been short sighted. Roads have been left to decay and will now cost more to
repair. Shropshire Lib Dems have called for more funding for repairs to reduce
damage to vehicles, cut claims against the council and make it easier to drive on
our roads. We recognise that the countryside is not just a place where people live,
it is also a workplace and a magnet for tourists. Repairing roads should be seen as
an economic investment, not merely a cost.

4.  A Council Losing its Grip on Footpaths
Like many people in Ludlow, I love putting my boots on and going for a hike. I’ve
noticed of late, as have so many others, that the quality of walking is getting
worse. A year of lousy weather hasn’t helped, but the main issue is broken stiles,
illegally locked gates and paths overgrown with crops and brambles.
Too many of our footpaths are in a mess and this can only put off visitors,
reducing trade to our pubs, cafés, shops, and bed and breakfasts. It would be a
folly to scare tourists away. Walkers pump £65 million a year into the county’s
economy and support around 1,000 jobs. Conservative led Shropshire Council
must get a grip on footpaths and invest in their maintenance.Th
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