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The byelection is on 13 March.
Postal votes will begin to arrive
on Saturday, 1 March. I’m
SECOND on your ballot paper.
Please vote for me. I will
never forget that my first
duty is to listen to you and to
stand up for Ludlow.

BYELECTION UPDATE

LUDLOW NORTH FOCUS
From Andy Boddington

That’s what you said in response to our community
survey. That’s what you are telling us on the
doorsteps.
You say that you want affordable housing for young
people and families. But you don’t want badly
planned sprawl beyond the bypass. You want dog
mess tackled. You want action on antisocial
behaviour. Sometimes, you are frightened by yobbish
behaviour in the town at night.
You love the new bus service – unless you live at the
bottom of Old Street where Shropshire Council has
failed to reinstate bus services. You say there are

problems with care workers’ parking and difficulties with disabled access to your
homes that need dealing with urgently.
You tell me that Ludlow is not getting fair deal for the council tax we pay. We are
losing our tip, Stone House, exhibition space in the library and half of our youth
centre. Too many services and jobs are being concentrated in Shrewsbury at the
expense of Ludlow.
You say conservation of the environment is important and you believe energy
conservation is vital. I agree. We should be looking after our fragile planet for
future generations, not exploiting it for quick profit. Almost all of you want
kerbside collection of cardboard, but the Conservatives on Shropshire Council
have refused to commit to reinstating the service.
I’ve campaigned since schooldays. I now want to spend more time helping
people in Ludlow. That’s why I want to become a councillor.
Ludlow is a fantastic town. We love it. But we all know that it has its problems.
I can’t promise to solve everything. I do promise to listen to everyone. And I
promise to defend the interests of the town in Shirehall and everywhere else I can.

Please vote for me on 13 March or by using your postal vote.

Andy Boddington

“WE LOVE THIS TOWN…
BUT THERE ARE PROBLEMS”
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HOW THE CONSERVATIVES ARE
“MAKING A DIFFERENCE” TO LUDLOW

THE TORIES ARE IGNORING YOUR VIEWS BUT I’M LISTENING TO YOU

By closing Ludlow’s tip and recycling centre

By making a mess of the buses

By converting the Youth Centre to offices

By using Library exhibition space for offices

By selling Stone House

By issuing one dog poo and litter fine in a year

By scrapping community grants

By ignoring local opinion

By making a mess of local planning

By imposing Sunday on-street parking charges



We’ve all seen the parking
wardens hanging around
the town centre waiting to
slap a fine on an
overstaying car. Did you
know that they are
actually called civil
enforcement officers
and they should also
tackle litter and dog
fouling, as well as
antisocial behaviour?

In 2013, civil enforcement officers issued 2,245 car parking penalty notices in
Ludlow, raising £60,756. But there was only one £50 fine for dog fouling and
just one £50 fine for litter.

Everyone seems passionate about Ludlow’s
Youth Centre except Conservative politicians.

On 18 February, Ludlow’s MP Philip Dunne and
Conservative councillor Gwilym Butler met with
youth centre users. Despite ardent pleas from
young people and disability groups, the
politicians refused to concede that converting
half the Youth Centre into offices is the wrong
thing to do.

Butler was given a tough time by young and
disabled users. He urged everyone present to
make their views known through a consultation
(bit.ly/shropyouth).

That’s a farce. Office workers are due move into
the Youth Centre the day after the consultation
ends on 31 March. Builders are already in the
building converting youth space into offices. The
decisions have already been made.

As far as Ludlow is concerned, the youth
consultation is nothing other than a sham.
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CONSERVATIVES BREAK PROMISE ON BUSES

We want town buses to serve the
stop at the bottom of Old Street

At the public meeting on 1 February you said:

Transport deputy Councillor Peter Adams replied:

We will act on this
within a week

WE ARE DEMANDING ACTION NOT ENDLESS PROMISES

Residents of the Fees and Temeside are having to book taxis to get to the
shops, doctors and friends. Some feel trapped in their homes.

THREE WEEKS LATER, NOTHING HAS BEEN DONE

SHAM CONSULTATION ON
YOUTH CENTRE OFFICES

 Lovely market town.....Friendly people.....Great community spirit.....A relaxed atmosphere and beautiful countryside.....People care and volunteer.....Vibrant and friendly.....People are
keen to help....Local shops are excellent.....The remarkable efforts of volunteers to make things happen.....Ludlow is still a working town with a mix of people .....The area is a pleasure to live in.....Lots of activities for older people.....There’s a sense of
local history.....Pride in the community.....Delightful people who care about Ludlow and its citizens.....Knowing and getting on with our neighbours.....Open spaces for youngsters.....Friendliness of shop keepers and residents.....People have time to talk.....

We asked: Should more be done to reduce
litter and dog fouling?

Four in five of you answered: “Yes”.

DOG FOULING AND LITTER: MORE ACTION NEEDED

Source: Community Survey January 2014

Instead of hanging around waiting to slap
fines on cars, the officers should spend
their time handing out poo bags to dog
owners. They should give out leaflets
warning of fines, and of the health
dangers of dog mess. They must also
patrol beyond the town centre to give
advice to people walking their dogs on
residential streets and in our parks.

The reduced youth space is not fit for
purpose. It will not be long before the
Conservative administration decides
young people and offices do not mix. The
chances are the council will then sell the
building. We should get the Youth Centre
registered as an Asset of Community
Value under the Localism Act. That will
at least give us a right to raise money to
buy the building that Ludlow spent 25
years trying to get built.
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My roots are in heritage, archaeology and community
campaigning. I was still a teenager when we prevented an urban
expressway destroying the heart of Northampton. But I am most
proud of helping save Radley Lakes in Oxfordshire. Once destined
to be filled with waste ash from Didcot power station, the lakes are
now a wonderful nature reserve.

There have been bad times. My science-based company failed
when I didn’t react to a shifting market quickly enough. Telling my
team that they have no jobs anymore was one of the most painful
moments of my life – but we’ve all done well since.

Long before that, I taught myself archaeology at school and spent
ten years studying and digging Roman and Anglo-Saxon sites. I
fine-tuned my computer skills teaching staff and students at the
Open University. I even survived four years in the scientific civil
service, driving up the quality of social science research. But I’m
not a natural bureaucrat and that’s why I set up my own company.

In Oxfordshire, I turned the Campaign to Protect Rural England
into a campaigning organisation. But I wanted more time to write.

That’s why I moved to Shropshire – to write history books, to walk
the hills, to enjoy our wonderful food and beer, and to be in the company of friendly people. Now I
also want to be a councillor to help Ludlow thrive.

SPEED DATING ANDY BODDINGTON

The candidate as a young
archaeologist (1979)


